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Pusiic Law 601, 79TH Conaress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


s + > * 


> * a 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Rule XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
+ * + - + * « 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 
(A) Un-American activities. 
(2) 


The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, 


is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at- 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, 
and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any 
necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

lor the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


* * * * * * 


RULE X 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con 
gress, the following standing committees: 


* x ~ 


q) Committee on Un-American A¢ tivities, o consist of nine member 


Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities 

a) Un-American Activities. 

») The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 


member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person des 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITLES IN THE 
BALTIMORE AREA—Part 1 


THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 1954 


Unrrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Was hington, Pace 


PUBLIC ITEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to notice, at 10:25 a.m. in the caucus room, 362 Old House 
Office Building, Hon. Donald L. Jackson presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
(acting chairman), Gordon H. Scherer (appearance noted in tran- 
script), Francis E. Walter, Clyde Doyle, and James B. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff members present : Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Raphael I. 
Nixon, director of research: George Cooper, investigator; and Riley 
Smith, representative of the clerk. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

In accordance with the established rules of procedure of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities requiring that the subject mat- 
ter to be explored in any hearing be announced by the chairman at the 
outset of the hearings, the Chair announces at this time that today’s 
hearing represents a continuation of committee hearings into the na- 
ture, extent, and objectives of Communist infiltration in the area of 
Baltimore, Md. 

The fact that the witness this morning, the Reverend Hutchison, is 
a minister should carry no connotation that the committee is investi- 
gating religion or any church. ‘There is sworn testimony to the effect 
that several ministers were used by the Communist Party in Balti- 
more, and the committee — that those who are called in this con- 
nection will cooperate fully by eiving the committee the benefit of 
their personal knowledge of the situation as it existed during the 
period in question. 

For the purpose of taking testimony this morning the chairman has 
established a subcommittee consisting of Messrs. Walter, Doyle, 
Frazier, and Scherer, with Mr. Jackson as acting chairman. 

Mr. Counsel, are you ready to proceed ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, sir. Will Dr. John A. Hutchison come for- 
ward, please ? 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, sir? Do you solemnly 
swear in the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee 
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 


Dr. Hurcuison. I do. 
4055 
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN A. HUTCHISON, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, FRANK S. KETCHAM 


Mr. TaveNNER. What is your name, please, sir? 

Dr. Hurcuison. John A. Hutchison. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Are you accompanied by counsel, Mr. Hutchison ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I an, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ¢ 

Mr. Kercnam. Frank S. Ketcham. 

Mr. TaveENNeR. When and where were you born? 

Dr. Hurcntson. March 2, 1912, Cedar Grove, N. J. 

Mr. TavENNeER. What is your present profession / 

Dr. Hurcutson. I am full professor of religion at Williams College, 
Williamstown, Mass. 

Mr. TavenNER. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly what 
your formal educational training has been ¢ 

Dr. Hurcuison. I graduated with a degree of bachelor of science 
from Lafayette College, Easton, Pa. in 1932. I attended Princeton 
Theological Seminary, 1932-33. I graduated with a degree of bachelor 
of divinity from Union Theological Seminary in New York C ity in 
1935. I received a degree of Ph. D. from Columbia University in 

1941. I took courses in the year 1947-48 at the University of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, and the University of Basel in Switzerland. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your em- 
ployment has been since the completion of your work at the Union 
Theological Seminary in New York City in 1935 2 

Dr. Hutcutson. I became, early in 1935, either Januar y or February 
of 1935, the assistant pastor of the oe. Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Baltimore. In November of I became pastor of the 
Christ Presbyterian Church, Bayonne, x. 7 I was assistant in the 
Philosophy of Religion Department at Union Seminary in 1940-41 
and was instructor of religion at the College of Wooster, Wooster, 
Ohio, from 1941 to 1943: professor of religion at Wooster, 1943 
through 1947, and in 1947 was made full professor of religion at 
Williams. 

The first year of my tenure at Williams, I was traveling in Europe. 
Since then I have been at Williams. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, when you first 
began your assignment during the year 1935 in Baltimore? 

Dr. Hutcuison. I went there early in the year 1935. It was either 
January or February, and commuted to Baltimore weekends from 
that time until May when the seminary term was completed, and 
then took up residence and full-time work in Baltimore. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you remain in Baltimore from M: My of 1935 
until November 1937 when you took a church at Bayonne, N. J.? 

Dr. Hurcutson. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Doctor Hutchison, as indicated by the chairman 
of the subcommittee a few moments ago, the Committee on Un-Ameri- 
ean Activities has conducted extensive investigations in various cities 
of the United States, including Baltimore, Md., for the purpose of 
ascertaining the character, extent, and objectives of Communist Party 
activities in those areas. As pointed out, evidence has been rec eived 
indicating that the Communist Party in Baltimore was especially in- 
terested in promoting the activities of the American League Against 
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War and Fascism and the Ethiopian League and in promoting cer- 
tain demonstrations, such as the demonstration which was conducted 
at the time of the docking of the German battleship Emden in 1936. 

The committee desires to know the method which the Communist 
Party used and the extent to which the Communist Party used any 
partic ular minister in carrying out its plans with regard to those or- 
ganizations, and it desires also to know whether or not any particular 
minister collaborated with functionaries of the Communist Party in 
the work of those organizations. 

Let me ask you, were you a member of the American League Against 
War and Fascism at any time you were in Baltimore‘ 

Dr. Hurcuison. I was. 

(Representative Gordon H. Scherer entered the hearing room at 
this point. ) 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Did you seek membership in that organization, or 
was your membe ‘ship sale ~—. 

Dr. Hurcuison. Well, is very difficult to remember the precise 
facts of things which h: Siiaaik 1) years ago, but to the best of my 
recollection I sought membership in the [American] League Against 
War and Fascism, and as for dates, to the best of my recollection 
it was sometime in late summer or early autumn of 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. You had no affiliation with the American League 
Against War and Fascism prior to that time / 

Dr. Hurcuison. I don’t think so, sir. It is, again, extremely 
difficult to remember the precise facts of things which took place as 
long ago as this and activities, which I may say, were peripheral and 
not central at the time. But again to the best of my recollection, 
being as honest and as candid as I possibly can be, it was late summer 
or early autumn of that year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you counseled by any particular individual 
or group about your joining that organization / 

Dr. Hu TCHISON, Well, this question, ot course, Was put to me in 
executive session, and I have searched over the grounds of my memory 
as well as I can, and to the best of my recollection, no, I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you reach a position in that organization where 
you became chairman of any committees or a me smber of any executive 
group or council of the cigs Sg a 

Dr. Hurcuison. Again, to the best of my recollection, I was a 
member of the city committee, at least 1 do distine tly recall going to 
meetings of a committee that = inned the activities of the [American] 
League Against War and Fascism. I have forgotten what the com- 
mittee was called or the sheila nature of its functions, but I do have 
a distinct recollection of attending, I should suppose, half a dozen to 
a dozen meetings of this committee during the 2 years or more that 
I was in Baltimore. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the work of this committee of which you 
were a member and which you attended several dozen times? 

Dr. Hurcutson. Not several dozen times. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you say? 

Dr. Hutcnison. I would say a dozen at most. I would say half 
a dozen to a dozen times. 

Mr. Tavenner. I beg your pardon. 

Dr. Hurcuison. I am glad you asked that question because it gives 
me a chance to tell why I joined the league and what my motives were. 

46914—54—pt. 1 2 
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I was concerned at the time with two things essentially, the anti- 
semitism of the Hitler movement and the menace which Hitlerism 
presented to the United States of America. I think that concern was 
not unfounded in the light of subsequent events, and this seemed to 
me the only organization that was doing something about a situa- 
tion in which there was large-scale irresponsibility in our country; 
that is to say, I wanted very much for our country to assume some 
posture of international responsibility at the time when most of the 
people, as I recall, were sitting on their hands and letting Hitler take 
control in Europe and do pretty much what he wanted. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those were the motives, you say, which led you 
to become active in that organization ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you tell the committee, please, what the 
functions of this council were of which you were a member? 

Dr. Hurciison. The functions, as I recall them, were to carry on 
activities, propaganda, for peace and against Hitlerism, against 
Nazism wherever it occurred in the world. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what part did you play in the work of that 
council ? 

Dr. Hurcntson. Again, sir, it is extremely difficult to recall with 
precision and adequacy things which took pl: ice as long ago as this, 
but recalling as c: andidly as I can, I made some —— for them. If 
you asked me precisely how many, I couldn’t begin to tell you. I 
made a few speeches for them around the city of B altimore, and I was 
a member of this city committee, whatever the precise title may have 
been. 

Mr. Tavenner. What work was done in those city committee 
meetings ? 

Dr. Hurciitson. Well, to plan for meetings, to plan for getting 
speakers who would represent the late point of view before as many 
and as varied groups in the city as might be possible. 

Incidentally, I do have in this connection a clear recollection that 
the organization was a pretty complete failure, that it did not succeed 
in accomplishing many, if any, of its objectives with any considerable 
group of people. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to say that one of the functions 
of the council was to plan propaganda to be used by your group. 

Dr. Hurcutson. Yes, quite. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you observe the activities of the Communist 
Party in an effort to outline or to direct in any manner the propaganda 
that the council of this group advocated ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I would not be able to say under oath that I recall 
any evidence whatsoever of deliberate Communist activity here. In 
a vague sort of way I was aware of the fact that there were Commu- 
nists in the organization, and, so to say, around the organization, but 
as I said in the excutive hearing, I would not have been able to testify 
at the time that I knew any single person in the group to be a 
Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you able to so testify now ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. Yes,I am. I read the papers, and since that time 
various people with whom I had a speaking acquaintance—two, to be 
precise—have been caught by the Smith Act, and as the New York 
Times informs me, have been serving time. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Who are they? 

Dr. Hurcutson. Professor and Mrs. Albert Blumberg. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is Dr. Albert Blumberg, who was a profes 
sr 

Dr. Hurcnison. He was an instructor in philosophy at Johns Hop- 
kins University at the time. I might say I never knew Mr. Blumberg 
very well. I hada speaking acquaintance with him. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the sake of the record, I do not believe that 
Professor Blumberg has actually been prosecuted. 

Dr. Hurcntson. I understood from the papers that he had been 
convicted of violation of the Smith Act. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think his whereabouts are unknown today. 

Dr. Hurcntson. Okay. 

Mr. Watrer. He has been indicted, that is the situation. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mention those two. Are there any other per- 
sons known now to you to have been members of the Communist 
Party who were active in the work of the American League Against 
War and Fascism on the council of which you were a member ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. I would not be able to state under oath that I 
know this person to be a Communist. At the time he seemed to me 
to be intellectually a Marxist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, if you do not know, I don’t want to ask you 
to surmise about it. 

Dr. Hurcuison. All right. This would be a surmise. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you made a number of speeches 
preteens over the city of Baltimore in behalf of the American League 

Against War and Fascism. 

Dr. Hurenison. Yes. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Was the decision made to have you offer these talks 
conducted or arranged for at the meetings which we referred to? 

Dr. Hurcutson. I believe in at least 1 or 2 cases that was true. I 
was asked to speak as a representative of the league in one case to a 
church young people’s group, and again, to the best of my recollec- 
tion, I spoke about the menace of Hitlerism, particularly in its threat 
to freedom of religion and to its threat to world peace. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that meeting, to which you referred, adver 
tised as being sponsored by the American League Against War and 
Fascism ¢ 

Dr. Hurcnison. It was not sponsored by the American League 
Against War and Fascism. It was a very conventional meeting of a 
Protestant church young people’s group. It was a Presbyterian 

church somewhere in northwest Baltimore, but I am sorry, I don’t 
just recall which of a dozen or so churches it might have been. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was it within your group of the American 
League Against War and Fascism who arranged for your handling 
that occasion ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I have no precise recollection that anybody in the 
league made these arrangements. It may well have been the min- 
ister of the church who wanted to hear what this point of view was. 
I am sorry; here I simply have no precise recollection. 

Mr. Tavenner. Normally who assigned you the duty of making 
speeches in behalf of the league? 

Dr. Hurcutson. Nobody assigned me at all. I wasn’t assigned. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Well, you were solicited then ? 
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Dr. Hurcuison. Yes, quite. 

Mr. TavenneER. Who solicited you to do this work ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. It could be anybody connected with the city com- 
mittee of the American League Against War and Fascism. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the secretary of the league at that time? 

Dr. Hurcnison. As I recall, Sam Swerdloff was the secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell “Swerdloft” ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. Again I am not sure. It is either S-w- or 
S-v-e-r-d-l-o-f. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe the correct spelling is S-w-e-r-d-l-o-f-f. 

Dr. Hurcuitson. All right. I would like to add in this connection 
what I spoke about at this meeting again. It was a meeting at which 
there was consideration of what seemed at the time and which I still 
believe to be issues of great social and international import which 
are of very fundamental concern to anybody who takes the Christian 
religion seriously. I spoke from that point of view. I never spoke 
from any other point of view. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of that organi- 
zation ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I was a member of it during my entire stay in 
3altimore until November 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you resign at that time? 

Dr. Hurcutnson. No; I did not. I resigned at sometime during my 
stay in Bayonne, N. J. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the reason for your withdrawing from 
the organization ¢ 

Dr. Hurcnison. The reasons were manifold. For one thing, the 
purge trials in Russia seemed to make it increasingly clear that no 
honest Christian could have any connection whatsoever with people 
who were connected in any way with movements of this kind. Also, 
while I was in Bayonne, N. J., I was interested in the problem of civil 
liberties in Hudson County, N.J. If you will recall, at the time Mayor 
Hague had ¢ 2 amped down hard on freedom of speech in Jersey City, 
and indeed in all Hudson County. I was interested in seeing that 
free speech wane get established or maintained there. It became 
increasingly apparent to me that aaa who seemed to me to have 
some connection with Manxism were not genuinely concerned with 
the problem of freedom of speech but were using this and related 
issues to support their partisan purposes. I suppose the really basic 
reason-—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt a moment. Did you observe the 
same thing in your experience in this group in the city of Baltimore? 

Dr. Hutcnison. No; I can’t say that I did. It did become ¢ apparent 
to me, certainly by the year 1938, and I would like also to say that in 
my own thinking about these issues I was increasingly influenced by 
two of my former teachers, Henry Sloan Coffin and Reinhold Niebuhr, 
who had been consistently anti-Communist, vigorously anti-Commu- 
nist, and I must say that my severing my contact with the league— 
it was then the [American] League for Peace and Democracy—was 
more than anything else the result of their influence on my thinking 
in these matters. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were also a student of Dr. Ward, were you 
not, at the seminary ? 
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Dr. Hurcutson. I took one course and audited one other course 
from Harry Ward, but I should like to say quite plainly that I don’t 
think Harry Ward ever had any considerable influence upon me. I had 
no personal contact with Ward outside of the classroom. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was the president of or the head of the Ameri- 
can League Against War and Fascism ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he not? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that have any influence upon your becoming 
a member of it 

Dr. Hurcuison. I suppose that I learned about the { American] 
League Against War and Fascism from Harry Ward, but that was 
the extent of my connection with Ward. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. I interrupted you in your statement. 

Dr. Hurcutson. I finished what I wanted to say, thank you. 

Mr. TAveNNeER. Were you affiliated at any time while in Balti- 
more with an organization engaged in promoting public sentiment in 
favor of Ethiopia and against Italy? 

Dr. Hurcutson. You mean the Ethiopian League? 

Mr. Tavenner. It is sometimes referred to as the Ethiopian 
League; at other times as the defense group of the—— 

Mr. Jackson. Ethiopian Defense Committee, I believe. 

Dr. Hurcnison. I heard about the Ethiopian League or whatever 
it is called, for the first time, from you and from members of this 
committee. I had never heard of the organization prior to that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean you had never heard of it by name? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I had never heard of it by name. I have no recol- 
lection of any such organization, anything that answers to that 
description. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you take part in the activities of any group 
which was engaged in promoting public sentiment in favor of Ethi- 
opia against Italy ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. To the best of my recollection, no, I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Rev. Joseph S. Nowak? 

Dr. Hurcntson. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first become acquainted with him ? 

Dr. Hurcenison. In the year 1932-33 at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. He and I transferred to Union in the fall of 1933. I 
knew him as a fellow student there. I knew him also as a fellow 
Presbyterian minister and as a friend in Baltimore. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you graduate at the same time from Union 
Theological Seminary ¢ 

Dr. Hurcntson. We graduated in May of 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he assigned to ministerial work in Baltimore 
also? 

Dr. Hutrcutson. I would like to correct one minor inaccuracy in my 
tenancy before the executive session of your committee a month ago. 
At the time I said that Joe Nowak went to Baltimore in 1935. I have 
since communicated with him by phone and by mail, and he informs 
me that he went down in the summer of 1934, and I am quite prepared 
to accept his word for that. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say he went there in 1934. It must have been 
on a plan to commute from Baltimore to New York. 








4002 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE BALTIMORE AREA 


Dr. Hutcuison. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNneErR. Because he was still in your classes. 

Dr. Hurcuison. He had a little Polish Presbyterian Church in 
east Baltimore and commuted weekends to Baltimore. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just the same as you did from January until May 
of 1935. 

Dr. Hurcuison. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you retain your acquaintanceship and friend- 
ship with him after coming to Baltimore ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. Yes; he ushered at my wedding, as a matter of 
fact. and I saw him not infrequently. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been associated with him in any way 
since you left Baltimore in 1937, November 1937? 

Dr. ee At most I saw him once or twice. I cannot recall 
that I did, but I have had no contact with him except to communicate 
with him by telephone and by letter after this broke. 

Mr. Waurrr. When was the last time you talked with him by tele- 
phone ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. About 2 or 3 weeks ago. I called, incidentally, to 
ask him if he had any recollection of an episode which was alleged to 
us, as to Nowak and to me, by a witness before this committee. The 
committee had, it seemed to me, and it seemed to my counsel, implied 
that Nowak had gone a good deal further than I had gone in my testi- 
mony in admitting this connection. 

I called him on counsel’s advice in order to, as counsel said, to refresh 
my memory. I found somewhat to my surprise that he had cate- 
gorically denied the particular contact that was under question, as I 
had denied it. 

Mr. Watrer. What was that? 

Dr. Hurcuison. In executive session, sir, about a month ago it was 
stated that Mr. Reno,or Mr. Dixon had testified that when Joe Nowak 
and I had gone to Baltimore, we had—and I think I quote verbatim 
here—reported to the Communist Party headquarters for orders before 
we went to the churches to which we had been assigned. When this 
was put to me in executive session it seemed so fantastic and so ridicu- 
lous that I fumbled the ball for a minute and instead of making a 
categorical denial, I said I had no recollection of it. I should like to 
make that categorical denial right now. That statement is false. 

Mr. Waurer. Is the headquarters of the American League Against 
War and Fascism—— 

Dr. Hurcnison. Subsequently the American League for Peace 
and Democracy. 

Mr. Wavrer (continuing). The headquarters of the Communist 
Party ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. I don’t know where the Communist Party head- 
quarters were in Baltimore. I was never there. I learned the loca- 
tion of that headquarters from this committee a month ago. 

Mr. Wavrer. You were never in the Communist Party headquarters 
in Baltimore? 

Dr. Hurcentson. I was never in the Communist Party headquarters 
in Baltimore. 

(At this point Dr. Hutchison conferred with Mr. Ketcham.) 

Dr. Hurcntson. Or in any other place, and incidentally, while 
you are on that, I should like to deny categorically—and I realize under 
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oath—that I ever sought membership in the Communist Party, ever 
was a member of that party, or ever expect to be a member of that 
party. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, may I ask a question at this point? Let 
us more closely locate the Communist Party headquarters in Balti- 
more at that time in order that there may be no possible doubt on this 
point. During the course of the executive session I asked you a ques- 
tion, or rather, made a statement : 

Continuing the testimony of Mr. Reno he identified the party headquarters of 
the Communist Party at that time as being at the corner of Pratt and North 
Bond Street in an old building there close to the waterfront. 

In that connection I have found since that it was Pratt and South 
Bond Streets instead of as originally phrased in this question. Were 
you ever at a meeting at that location ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. I was not, sit 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Dr. Hutcuison. I might say that it has taken considerable recol- 
lection for me to realize even in what geographical area of the city 
f Baltimore, Pratt and Bond or Pratt and South are, and whether 
they are north and south or east and west streets. 

Mr. Jackson. Have you since determined in your own recollection 
as to where that would be approximately ¢ 

Dr. Hurcutson. I would have to do a good deal of searching if I 
went to Baltimore and looked for it now, but I should like to deny 
categorically that I ever knew the location of the Communist Party 
headquarters or was ever there. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well; thank you. 

Mr. Doyir. May I ask this question, Mr. Chairman: Might you 
have been there and not have known they were Communist Party 
headquarters ¢ 

Dr. Hurcuison. I suppose that is possible, but I have no recol- 
lection of ever having been to a place that was even remotely indicated 
as Communist Party headquarters. 

Mr. Doytx. Did you go to any headquarters in Baltimore of any 
political organization known to you to be a political organization or 
a political committee ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I have absolutely no recollection of doing such 
a thing, sir. 

Mr. Warrer. Do you know Leonard Patterson ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. No, sir; I do not. 

Mr. Jackson. Leonard Patterson, I think it should be said for the 
record, was the Young Communist League organizer, is that correct, 
Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir; he was the organizer of the Young Com- 
munist League, 

Mr. Jackson. In Baltimore. 

Mr. Tavenner. In Baltimore from 1934 until near the end of 1935. 

Mr. Jackson. He is a Negro. 

Dr. Hurcuison. I wouldn’t have known had you not told me. 

Mr. Jackson. I wanted to say that to refresh your recollection, but 
you repeat that you did not know Leonard Patterson ? 

Dr. Hurcutson. I did not. 

Mr. Watrer. Do you know Mary Himoff? 

Dr. Hurcutson. I did not know anybody by that name. 
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Mr. Waurer. Did you know Earl Dixon? 

Dr. Hurcuinson. No, sir; I did not. I was asked that question in 
the executive session, and ] . ave spent the month since then trying 
to recall anybody who might have answered to that name, and I did 
not known and never knew anybody named Dixon, or I believe you 
stated in executive session that his real name was Reno or Sereno or 
something of the sort. 

Mr. Jackson. I think counsel should identify Reno, alias Dixon, for 
the record. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Earl C. Reno was transferred from the De- 
troit area to Baltimore in April 1935 as the organizer of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Dr. Hurcnison. In 1935? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Dr. Hurcuison. What time of the year, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. April 1935. I believe the question has been asked 
you, but I want to make certain about it: Did you meet Earl Dixon, 
whose real name was Earl Reno, at any time in the Communist Party 
headquarters—— 

Dr. Hurcutson. I did not. 


Mr. TaveEnNER. In Baltimore? 
Dr. Hurcutson. I did not. | 
(At this point Dr. Hutchinson conferred with Mr. Ketcham.) | 


Dr. Hurcuison. I have not been to the headquarters, and I would 
think that logically would cover the question whether I met him there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you meet Earl Dixon—— 

Dr. Hurcuison. Or anywhere else. 

Mr. TavenNeErR. At any other place? 

Dr. Hurcuison. No, sir. Now, as it has been suggested, I went to 
meetings here, there, and everywhere around Baltimore, and quite un- 
known to myself I may have met the man, but I am sure that I was 
never introduced to a man, never had any acquaintance with Mr. 
Dixon or Mr. Reno. 

Mr. Jackson. Preliminary to your appearance, Reverend, before 
the executive committee hearing a month ago, had you ever heard 
the name Ear] Dixon ¢ 

Dr. Hurcnison. I do not think I had, sir. This was news to me. 

Mr. Jackson. Or Earl C. Reno? 

Dr. Hurcutson. No, sir; I believe not. 

Mr. Jackson. Or Leonard Patterson ? 

Dr. Hutrcutson. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Dr. Hurcuinson. It was news to me at the executive session of your 
committee a month ago. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Of course, you knew Reverend Joseph Nowak? 

Dr. Hurcnison. Yes, very well, indeed. 

Mr. Warer. Did you and Reverend Joseph Nowak go to a building 
over the front door of which was a makeshift sign on which was con- 
tained the words “Communist Party Headquarters” ? 

Dr. Hurcntson. I have no recollection of that at all. 

Mr. Water. Did you or didn’t you? 

Dr. Hurcutson. I did not. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 
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Mr. ‘TAvENNER. Did you identify yourself at any time to a fune- 
tionary of the Communist Party, whether it be Mr. Reno or any other 
functionary, as having come from the Union Theological Seminary in 
New York? 

Dr. Hurcntson. That is a ridiculous and fantastic falsehood. 

(At this point Dr. Hutchison conferred with Mr. Ketcham.) 

Mr. JAckson. The answer is, you did not? 

Dr. Hurcnison. I did not. I identified it as a falsehood because 
this question was put to me a month ago, and it seemed at the time 
so fantastic and so bizarre that I simply fumbled the ball for the 
moment. I did not meet such a person. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did vou discuss at any time or engage in a conver- 
sation at any time with Mr. Leonard Patterson, at which Rev. Joseph 
S. Nowak was present, regarding the theory of the Communist Party 
and its principles? 

Dr. Hurcnison. Well, I have already said that to the best of my 
recollection I did not meet either of these men. and so it would hardly 
have been possible for me to have talked with them. Categorically I 
did not have such a conversation about the structure of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you discuss at any time with Reverend Nowak 
a plan to aid the Communist Party in work of any character? 

Dr. Hurcenison. Well, again, sir, this was a long time ago, and 
I can only say that IT recall no such conversation, and furthermore, can 
never recall any attitudes which would lead me to discuss such a thing. 
In short, I was never that sympathetic with communism. 

Mr. Dorie. To what extent were you sympathetic with communism ? 

Dr. Hurcntson. Only to the extent that it seemed to me, as it 
seemed to a large number of people then, that the Communists might 
be fighting for common objectives, i. e., some conception of interna 
tional responsibility, some resistance to nazism and anti-Semitism. 

Mr. Dorie. What year was that ? 

Dr. Hurcutson. This was 1935 to 1937, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you ever stop having that extent of sympathy with 
communism ? 

Dr. Huremtson. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Doytr. When? 

Dr. Hurentson. As I have indicated in my testimony. Well, to 
the best of my recollection it was sometime in 1938. Now, again it 
is very difficult to recall precise dates and times, but I do remember 
very definitely that when the Nazi-Soviet pact was signed in 1939, 1 
recall having been clear of it for sometime and recall being very much 
relieved that I had been clear of it for some time. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think it only fair to say to you, Dr. Hutchison, 
that Mr. Reno, in his testimony, stated that at this first conference 
that he held with you—which conference I understand you do deny 

having taken place—— 

Dr. Hurciison. I do deny it, indeed. 

Mr. TAVENNER (continuing). That you stated to him, both you and 
Reverend Nowak, that you were not members of the Communist P: irty 

Did you consult any functionary of the Communist Party in Balti 
more about the manner in which you desired to carry out your work 
in any of these organizations to which we have referred? ~ 
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- Hurcutson. To the best of my recollection I never carried on 
suc cf a conversation with anyone who was known to me at the time to 
be a Communist. Now, I may have talked about tactics to people who 
were not then known to me to be Communist, but I can recall abso- 
lutely nothing, and I certainly would want to deny categorically that 
I ever consulted any known Communist for orders, directions, or any- 
thing of that sort. That is plainly false. 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t ask you about orders. I asked you about 
advice and general suggestions as to how you should perform your 
work. 

Dr. Hurcnison. Well, now, my work in what? 

Mr. Tavenner. In any of these organizations. In particular, the 
organization of the American League Against War and Fascism. 

Dr. Hurcutson. Well, I have already indicated that I was a member 
of this league. I was sympathetic to its professed aims and objectives, 
and I well may have talked with this person or that person about how 
the league should pursue its business, but I can recall no specific con- 
versation with a Communist on any of these matters. 

(At this point Dr. Hutchison conferred with Mr. Ketcham. ) 

Dr. Hurentson. I didn’t know who these Communists were, and, as 
I understand it, it was part of Communist strategy at the time to 
adopt false hames and to proceed under false colors. 

Mr. Jackson. Would it be a fair statement, Reverend, to say that at 
no time have you ever consulted relative to the work of the Ethiopian 
League or of the American League Against War and Fascism with 
any individual who was known to you to be a member of the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Dr. Hurcntson. That is a very fair statement, a true statement. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Watrer. Perhaps this question has been answered, Mr. Taven- 
ner: Do you remember the address of this American League Against 
War and Fascism ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. I don’t remember its precise address, sir. This 
question was put to me when I was down here before, and I can locate 
it best by saying that it was on Park Avenue in Baltimore about 20 
or 30 blocks below the church which I served, and that I do have a 
diadinit recollection of going down the same street or same avenue, 
Park Avenue, to the building in which the American League Against 
War and Fascism had a room. 

Mr. Water. That was not in the church ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. The league office—oh, no, no. No, it was in a— 
counsel asked me several questions about this when I was here before, 
and, I am sorry, I would be able to locate it on the lower part of 
Park Avenue. It was a converted dwelling house which had been 
turned into offices, and, as I recall, the league had a room there. 

Mr. Tavenner. I referred at an earlier point in your testimony to 
certain demonstrations which were held in Baltimore. Did you take 
any part whatever in the demonstration that was conducted at the 
time of the docking of the German battleship Emden, in 1936? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I signed, along with a number of other people, 
a letter of protest to the mayor of Baltimore against a public demon- 
stration for the battleship Hmden and its crew, which had come to 
port. I did it because I thought the Nazis were unclean and evil 
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and that we should have as little to do with them as possible. I think 
I might well do the same thing over again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that the full extent of your participation in the 
demonstration ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. To the best of my recollection it is. I don’t think 
[ even went around to the demonstration. As I recall, I was busy 
with church business at the time it was held. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you take any part in any public demonstration 
in the way of making speeches or participating in any programs hav- 
ing to do witha demons tration against the mden? 

Dr. Hurcnrson. I did not speak—to the best of my recollection 
I had no part whatsoever beyond signing this letter to the mayor 
which 

Mr. Jackson. I gather then you did not attend public demonstra- 
tions or rallies on the occasion of this protest. 

Dr. Hurcutson. To the best of my recollection I had no contaet 
with those demonstrations. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall that a sound truck was used and 
speeches were made from the sound truck down at the dock as a part 
of the demonstration 2 

Dr. Hurcuison. I have no recollection on this score at all, s 

Mr. TAveNNER. You did not see the sound truck ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I have no recollection that I saw the sound truck 
or Was in any part of the city at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you take any part in the preparation for the 
demonstration 2 

Dr. Hurcutson. Well, once again, memory is fallible, but to the 
best of my recollection the only contact I had with the demonstration 
was to sign this letter to the mayor. 

Mr. Jackson. This letter was gotten up by what organization or 
OTOUD 

Dr. Hurcutson. I don’t know. 

Mr. Jackson. It contained the names, I assume, of representative 
citizens of the community ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. I should certainly think so. I have no distinct 
recollection on that score at all. I do recall signing the letter. For 
personal reasons it created quite a commotion, and it is in this con- 
nection that I remember it. I must say that most of these things are 
very remote, and it is extremely difficult to dig up the distant past 
in the way in which the committee is asking me to do. I don’t want to 
perjure myself. I want to speak as candidly and as accurately as I 
can, and it is extremely difficult to do. 

Mr. Jackson. Recalling the letter, or the occasion of your signing 
the letter, would you rec: all if you hs i “for instance—I be lieve counsel 
mentioned a sound truc ‘k—would you rec: all whether or not you had 
spoken on that occasion ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. I would rather think I might recall that, and I 
have no recollection of it whatsoever. 

Mr. Dorie. Do you have any recollection of ever having spoken 
from a sound truck ? 

Dr. Hurcutson. Yes; on one oceasion I did. 

Mr. Water. In Baltimore? 

Dr. Hurcnison. In Baltimore. 

Mr. Warter. What was the occasion? 
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Dr. Hurcnison. Well, again, dating it as accurately as I can, 
was in the summer, and that would make it either the summer of 1386 
or 1937. It was a vacant lot somewhere in West Baltimore at which 
there was a meeting on the issue of anti-Semitism. It was a section 
of the city in which there were many Jewish people, and I spoke to 
this issue. 

Mr. Waxrer. Under the auspices of what organization ? 

Dr. Hurcutson. Under the auspices of the American League 
Against War and Fascism. That, by the way, is the one distinct recol- 
lection I have of speaking under their auspices. 

Mr. Watrer. Who invited you to address that gathering ¢ 

Dr. Hurcutson. I have no distinct recollection there. I presume 
t was some body connected with the ¢ ity committee. 

Mr. Warrer. Do you remember who were on the city committee ? 

Dr. Hurenison. I have given you all the names that I recall there, 
sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. On the day prior to the demonstration at the docks 
we understand that you spoke at Johns Hopkins University at what 
was termed a strike of the student body or members of the student 
body ‘ do you recall] that ? ¢ 

Dr. Hurcntson. I do recall speaking at Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, but, as I remember it, it was a day on which the issue of peace 
was proposed, not the Emden issue. 

Now, I may be wrong about that. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was the day before, as I understand it, the dem- 
onstration took place, and I am asking you pegs there was any 
connection between anything that transpired at that meeting and 
the demonstration. 

Dr. Hurcnison. I have no recollection of this meeting beside the 
fact that I did speak at Johns Hopkins University, and I would have 
aid that it was a meeting which attempted to focus student sentiment 
on the issue of militarism and for peace, issues of that sort. 

Again I have no distinct recollection beyond that point. 

Mr. Doyie. Mr. Chairman, may I ask this question ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. Going back, please, to that occasion when you recalled 
in answer to a question that you did speak from a sound truck on 
one occasion, who spoke in addition to you from that sound truck on 
that occasion ? 

Dr. Hurcntson. There were other speakers, but for the life of me I 
have no recollection of who they were or what they said. I am sorry. 

Mr. Doytr. You have no recollection of even one other? 

Dr. Herentson. No, I don’t. I recall that there were other 
speeches, and I have no more recollection of that than I knew what I 
had for dinner that night. 

Mr. Doyir. Do you recall whether they were by men or women or 
both ? ; 

Dr. Hurentson. IT wouldn’t be able to say about that, sir. This was 
1936 or 1937 which makes it what—17 or 18 years ago. 

Mr. Dorie. That is quite true. How old were you in 1938? 

Dr. Hurenson. Well, I am 42 now, and that was what—15 vears 
ago, so I was in my early twenties. " 

( At this point Dr. Hutchison conferred with Mr. Ketcham.) 
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Mr. TavenneR. DoI understand from your testimony that you deny 
that you knowingly collaborated in any way with the Communist 
Party or functionaries of the Communist Party in the work of these 
organizations or any of them which you belonged to involved ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. Again I had the general impression that there were 
Communists in the league. I certainly would not want to say I did 
not know there were Communists in the league. It, by open profes- 
sion, Was an organizi ition which sought to organize liberals, together 
with Communists, for the objectives which I stated, but I would not 
have been able to testify under oath at the time that any one of the 
people whom I knew were Communists. 

Mr. Watrer. Do you know Thurgood Marshall ? 

Dr. Hurcentson. The name doesn’t mean a thing to me, sir. 

Mr. Waurer. Maybe I can refresh your recollection by telling you 
that Mr. Marshall was the speaker on the occasion we have just dis- 
cussed. 

Dr. Hurcuison. The “mden issue, you mean ¢ 

Mr. Waurer. Yes. He alleged you and Reverend Nowak were on 
the sound truck with Marshall. 

Dr. Hurcutson. I have no recollection on that score at all. I 
wouldn’t be able to tell you whether he is short or tall or white or 
black. 

(At this point Dr. Hutchison conferred with Mr. Ketcham.) 

Dr. Hurcuison. To the best of my recollection I have denied being 
there. 

Mr. Warrer. You deny being there ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. At the /mden episode, yes. At the Emden episode, 
to the best of my recollection—I think I might have been there had I 
not been busy on other things, but I do have a recollection that when 
the /mden 

Mr. Waurer. I am not talking about that. I am talking about the 
mass meeting: 

Dr. Hurcutson. Where ? 

Mr. Waurer. At some square, a neighborhood meeting. 

Dr. Hurcnison. When ? 

Mr. Water. On the occasion when you said that you spoke, the oc- 
casion being the day before the arrival of the Emden. 

Dr. Hurcnison. No,Iamsorry. Youare confusing two things. I 
said that sometime in the summer of 1936 or 1937 there was a kind of 
neighborhood meeting somewhere in West Baltimore. 

Mr. Warrer. And that is the only time you spoke in Baltimore? 

Dr. Hurcuison. Well, it is the only time—not the only time, no, 
sir. I do recall definitely putting the general case for the [ American | 
League Against War and Fascism before a church young people’s 
group, and I think I may well have spoken on other occasions. Again, 
I think I did. I should have said that I made a half dozen speeches 
for them in 2 years time. These are the two I recall. 

Mr. Wauter. I am talking now about sound-truck appearances. 

Mr. Kercnam. Mr. Chairman, the witness already testified he did 
speak at Johns Hopkins University. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Dr. Hurcntson. I don’t recall that there was a sound truck there. 


Mr. Watrer. All right. 
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Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I just have one question. Reverend, did you ever 
have a discussion or an understanding with Rev. Joseph Nowak and 
Dr. Harry Ward in which the view was expressed that it would be 
only about 10 years from the date of that discussion or that under- 
standing that the Communist Party would take over in the United 
States and that then you three would be leaders of that group ? 

Dr. Hurentson. I think that is fantastic and ridiculously untrue. 

Mr. Jackson. You deny that? 

Dr. Hurcentson. I deny that. 

Mr. Jackson. Anything else, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. That is all. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Water. Did you participate in a strike at Johns Hopkins 
University in April of 1936 on the day that the Emden landed ? 

Dr. Hurcentson. Well, now, I told you previously I have no recol- 
lection of being at Hopkins. I do recall on one occasion making a 
speech 

Mr. Warrer. Do you deny that you were at Hopkins organizing a 
strike of the student body 

Dr. Hurcnuison. I deny that I was organizing a strike at Hopkins. 
I never had that much connection with Johns Hopkins University. 

Mr. Wavrer. Did you participate in a strike at the university ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. Again, I made one speech there. My recollection 
of it is of an occasion when the issue was world peace. I did speak 
there then, but in asking me to date this precisely or tell you the 
precise circumstances, I am as unable to do that as I would be to tell 
you what kind . necktie I was wear ing on that day. 

Mr. Wavrer. I don’t think my question was that absurd. I had 
an idea that you could place the meeting because of the arrival of the 
Emden, and our information is that you were quite active in the 
demonstration that occurred at that time. As a matter of fact, we 
have been reliably informed that you had students at Johns Hopkins 
dressed as soldiers, German soldiers. 

Dr. Hurcutson. I never had that much connection with studente 
at the Hopkins during my entire time in Baltimore. 

Mr. Water. Then the information we have is in error. 

Dr. Hurcuison. I think it is quite in error. 

Mr. Waurer. All right. 

Mr. Jackson. Anything further, Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazrer. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. So we can get it very clearly for the record- 





Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, may I change my thought there and ask 
a question ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. The reason I asked you what your age was in 1938 
is because I judge that you were a fairly young man. 

Dr. Hurcutson. I was. 


= 
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Mr. Dorie. I take it from what you have said, although this is 
the first time I have ever seen you, that you were of an inquiring 
mind. 

Dr. Hurcutson. | hope SO, SII’. 

Mr. Dorie. You mentioned Marxism in one of your statements a 
minute ago. To what extent, if any, did you accumulate a library 
on communism? I am not going into the question of book reading 
as such, but I very frankly am interested in the extent to which you 
were active, if you were, knowingly at any level with the Communist 
Party. 

Dr. Hurciuson. I bought books on Marxism. I still buy them. I 
am very much interested in it. It seems to me to be one of the chief 
rivals for human allegiance to the faith I profess, namely, Chris 
tianity. 

If you were to come to my library, you would see some books on 
Marxism, and for that I make no apology. The attitudes I have to- 
ward Marxism are a matter of public record that the committee can 
inquire into if they want. I edited a book last year in which I wrote 
an introduction undertaking to state what seems to me the attitude of 
Christianity toward Marxism, and this is a matter of public record. 

The book is Chrisian Faith and Social Action, and pages 13 through 
16 will give you as a matter of published record what I think on these 
scores and what I have thought for years and years. 

Mr. Doytr. Is this a fair question: Since 1938 and 1939 in your 
pulpit or otherwise have you made any public declarations against 
organized communism 2 

Dr. Hurciutson. Day in and day out, sir. 

Mr. DoyYLre. Give mie, from your specific Memory, 2 or ® occasions 
when you did, and where. 

Dr. Hi PCHISON, Well, I woul | sup pos e nota week woes by but wh: at 
l have occasion to allude to communism in class, and if you want to 
know that, ask my students. I regard it as an altogether evil thing 
which freemen must resist at all costs. aaa furthermore, a thing which 
derives its demonic and evil quality from the fact that it is held as 
religious faith. 

Mr. Doyir. What students are those ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. Students at Williams College. Now, I have 
preached about it. I suppose scarcely a month goes by—I may say 
in my spare time I preach in the Methodist Church in Williamstown, 
and when I told a couple of members I had been subpenaed to come 
down here, the attitude was one of complete surprise. 

Mr. Dore. Yes, but may I interrupt ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. Surely. 

Mr. Doytr. Before you were subpenaed, before you knew anything 
about the concern of this committee as to the extent of communism in 
Baltimore, where, if at all, did you publicly speak out against— 

Dr. Hurcuison. You regard a sermon as publicly om aking out ? 

Mr. Doytr. I regard a sermon as very public if it is in an open 
meeting. 

Dr. Hutrcuison. I am very much interested in this question, sir, be- 
cause I don’t keep a diary and therefore have been hard put to it to 
tie down specific references. I do keep my old sermons, and some 
that I was preaching in Bayonne, N. J., from 1937 to 1940 had state- 
ments vigorously denouncing communism as an evil thing. 
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Mr. Dorie. Do you still have « ‘opies of those ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I do. 

Mr. Doyte. Subsequent to 1938—you ee to the year 1940. 
Subsequent to the year 1940 where, if at all, have you ake Picton 
declarations against communism ? 

Dr. Hurcnison. Well, again, sir, day in and day out, week in and 
week out, in classroom and in pulpit and in personal conversation. 

Mr. Doyte. Thank you very much. I think it is fair to you for me 
to say the purport of my questions is to this basis: If a man has been 
identified in any way with a movement that he has had any reason to 
think was Communist-inspired or Communist infiltrated, and he is 
opposed to it, he speaks out against it, if he is intelligent at all, as 
soon as he discovers it. 

Dr. Hutrcutson. I should suppose that one is recreant to his duty 
if he does not. 

Mr. Doyte. The purport of my question was to find out if you had 
been active against it. 

Dr. Hurcuison. My record there is open to the public, and I could 
wish the committee had conducted a more thorough investigation in 
order to get the truth about this because I think the record would 
speak for itself. 

Mr. Water. You would be surprised if you knew how thorough 
this investigation was. 

Dr. Hutcnison. I do know, sir, in the investigation the committee 
did not consult the man in Baltimore who knew me best, my boss, the 
Reverend Guthrie Speers. 

Mr. Watrer. I don’t think we knew his name or we would cer- 
tainly—— 

Dr. Hurcntson. I gave the agent his name when the agent first 
came to see me, and he was appalled that you had not consulted with 
him, and he would be able, I think, to have cleared up some of the 
things without the expense and nuisance which has been involved. 

Mr. Jackson. May I say to the witness that if it is deemed neces- 
sary and desirable by the committee as it proceeds in this matter, 
we will be very happy to so check and bring all of the relevant facts 
into the matter. 

Dr. Hurcutson. I think they have not been brought in. 

Mr. Jackson. We shall be very happy to have any further informa- 
tion you may wish or desire to furnish to the committee. In the first 
place, I think it should be made absolutely clear that there has been 
no suggestion, Reverend, that you are or have been a member of the 
Communist Party. You were a resident in Baltimore at the time 
when there was a considerable turmoil, much of which was directed 
by the Communist Party. 

Several of the organizations with which you are alleged to have 
been a member or in the activities of which you are purported to have 
taken part were organizations which have been the subject of investi- 

gation by committees because of known Communist direction. 

However, I do want to make it very clear that there is no allegation, 
and there should be no connotation in the mind of anyone that this 
committee has alleged that you were a member of the Communist 
Party. That is not the case. 





COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE BALTIMORE AREA 4073 


Dr. Hurcnuison. Mr. Chairman, could I say just a word on this 
score ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Dr. Hurcnison. I came to the executive session a month ago and 
was as candid and as honest as I could be, and I spent 3 weeks search- 
ing over the ground of my memory as adequately as I could, and I 
can only say, to bring me down a second time has been at very con- 
siderable personal inconvenience to me. 

It has pulled me out of classes for 4 days in a space of a month, 
which is more time than I take off through a whole year. It has 
taken me away from a church service this evening which I will not 
be able to get. back to. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee regrets any inconvenience it may have 
caused in that regard. However, I should like to ask you if, during 
your period of residence in Baltimore, you had an opportunity to 
draw any conclusions as to the degree of activity or of direction exer- 

cised by the Communist Party in these various organizations. 

Did anything come to your attention personally which would indi- 

‘ate that the Communist Party did have a hand in the formulation of 
paliel ies and direction of activities? 

Dr. Hutcntson. Only very vaguely, sir, if at all. 

Mr. Jackson. No personal knowledge whatever as you have 
testified ? 

Dr. Hutcuison. That is correct, and when this became clear to me, 
I broke the tie and have had none since then. 

Mr. Jackson. I think during the course of the executive hearings 
you were asked a question as to whether or not, looking back on the 
matter in retrospet, there were activities carried on by the American 
League Against War and Fascism that were in fact helpful to the Com- 
munist Party. 

Dr. Hurcntson. Conceivably that is true. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, looking back on the situation, is it true or isn’t 
it true that the things they did were helpful to the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. In a practical sense I think no. That is to say, it 
seems to me that the [American] League Against War and Fascism 
was a washout. It simply didn’t succeed at its professed objective. 
Looking back on it now I don’t think it should have succeeded, and 
I think it is testimony to the good sense of the American people that 
it didn’t but it didn’t infiltrate what the Communists would call the 
broad groups of publie opinion. 

Mr. Jackson. Again may I say that we regret any inconvenience 
we may have caused you in this matter. 

Dr. Hurcutson. M: ay I say just one word more? I was interested, 
from the executive committee hearing, that the allegation seemed to 
be that Nowak had implicated himself more deeply than I and that 
T had better come clean or else. Nowak got precisely the same im- 
pression, as did my counsel who could not by any stretch of the imagi- 
nation be called uncooperative—— 

Mr. Watrer. When was this? 

Dr. Hutcutson. This was a month ago, sir. Now, the business of 
setting witnesses off against each other seems to me to be a very dubi- 
ous, and if I m: Ly say SO 
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Mr. JAC KSON, May | say, there has been no effort mace to play off 
against each other. 

Dr. Hurenison. If I could see the record, I think I could prove it 
to you. 

Mr. JAcKSON. So far as communications are concerned, I might Say 
they are in the possess1on of the committee, and we are aware of the 
exchange of letters. 

Are there any further questions by committee members ? 

(At this point Dr. Hutchison conferred with Mr. Ketcham.) 

Mr. Jackson. It seems to be the consensus of the committee, Rever- 
end Hutchison, that as long as the letters have been mentioned, the 

uatter should be gone into at this time. As I say, we are in possession 
of copies of the communications. However, when did you first com- 
munieate with Mr. Nowak? 

Dr. Huremison. I have a carbon copy of the first letter I wrote to 
him when it was intimated to me by grapevine telegraph that he and 
[ would be subpenaed, and I will be very glad to give you a carbon 
copy of that, if you wish. 

After my hearing on February 18, my counsel, Mr. Stuart Rand, 
was concerned because he thought I had been equivocal on the issue 
of this purported meeting with Dixon where Dixon had claimed that 
Nowak and I asked for directives, and he asked me in the interests 
of fair play and so on to write Nowak a letter and ask him about this. 

[ called him on the phone and followed up—he asked me to put it 
in writing, which I did. Do you want the whole letter or just part 
of it? 

Mr. Jackson. I want to get the facts. 

Mr. Warrer. We have the original. 

Dr. Hurcuison. Of Nowak? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. We have the exchange of communications. 
Now, what is the date? I want to get the chronological sequence. 

Dr. Hurcntson. March 9, 1954. 

Mr. Jackson. Was that communication answered by Reverend 
Nowak ? 

Dr. Hurcuison. There is Nowak’s letter. 

Mr. Jackson. What was the date of your letter? 

Dr. Hurcrison. I called him on the phone a week or so before this 
and asked him what his pitch was on this statement that he and I had 
had a meeting with Dixon, and he said, “Put it in writing,” and I 
wrote the question to him as carefully as I could, and he wrote back 
stating that he had said to the committee that any such meeting be- 
tween Joe Nowak and John Hutchison and Mr. Dixon was fantastic 
and that he had said so to the committee. 

I am quoting here. 

Mr. Scurrer. You wrote him two letters, didn’t you? 

Dr. Hurcnuison. Yes,I did. I heard from various friends that this 
was in the offing, and I wrote asking if he had heard that it was in 
the offing and what he knew about it. 

Mr. Scurrer. Did you get an answer to that letter? 

Dr. Hurcuison. I did not get an answer to that letter. 

Mr. Scuerer. Then you called him on the telephone? 

Dr. Hurcutson. I called him on the telephone after the executive 
committee session of February 18. 
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Mr. ScHerer. You didn’t get an answer to the first letter you wrote ‘ 

Dr. Hurcuison. I did not. 

Mr. Jackson. Any further questions? Mr. Counsel? 

Mr. TavenNer. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. With the thanks of the committee, Reverend Hutchi- 
son, the hearing is adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 11:45 a. m., the hearing was adjourned.) 
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